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Japan used to have a caste system. For their entire lives, people could not change the caste they were born into. Honorific words were first used as
words to support this system. However, the caste system gradually changed with the beginning of the Meiji Restoration in the late-1860s.

Now, honorific words have come to be used according to the degree of intimacy (familiarity) between people or social standing (the degree of
difference in age, or in position or experience in society).
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Using honorific words facilitates communication. That is because it lets us clearly express, with grammar and vocabulary, consideration for others

and respect for social position. However, if instead you use it incorrectly, then there is the possibility that the other person will misunderstand that

you are not being considerate.
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Some people also say, "Because of honorific words our relationships with people become more distant." But honorific words are a very convenient
tool that let you clearly express consideration and respect toward others. And, in addition to the " 3 58 A & -7 JL " (honorific style) way of
conversing there are also the " T9 F£ 9 A& JL " (the style using T3 (desu) and & F (masu) verb endings) and the " Z%}%X& )L " (casual
style) (p. 18). If you can use these properly, then you will be able to express friendliness to others and convey that you think of someone as a friend
through your choice of words.
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In addition to when you talk to someone one-on-one, honorific words are also sometimes used when talking to a crowd of people. Particularly
when the honorific words do not address any specific people, honorific words and humble words are used to speak politely and make the mood of
everything you are saying polite.
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Letters are also written like this, but this is not to use honorific words for somebody, but rather to give the reader a good impression.
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Use when referring to actions performed by the listener. This raises the position of the
listener and directly expresses respect.
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Use when referring to actions performed by yourself. This lowers your position and
indirectly expresses respect.
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This makes all your speech seem polite. It makes everything you say sound polite to the
listener.
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There are times when you will not say " @ L7z " or " g% " to superior, but say " #3 " and " Z,vt& " instead. In this book, this is called " & & >
: 2L LTS
=1 = L \75 " (formal speech).
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In this book,
the " H{EE A & JL " (honorific style) is at the top,

the" TY EF AXAJL " (desu-masu style) is in the middle and
the " JE A2 )L " (casual style) is on the bottom.

Even if the subject of the conversation is the same, changing styles according to your relationships with people will make your expressions richer.
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There is an important rule for Japanese honorific words: you do not use honorific words when speaking about " 775 " M A (insiders) to "/ h "
0))\ (outsiders). Insiders are family members, co-workers and people in the same group as you.
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